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TA BENC, IV 

SUBJECT: MAJOR PROJECT: CONSTRUCTION OF RURAL 
ELECTRIFICATION PROJECT 

1 . MAJOR EXPORT PROJECTS DIVISION USDOC WAS VISITED BY THE 
WASHINGTON ATTORNEY FOR FISCHBACH AND MOORE INTERNATIONAL 
(FMIC), MR. FRITZ KORTH. MR. KORTH IS SEEKING COMMERCE 

AND STATE ASSISTANCE FOR HIS FIRM'S JOINT VENTURE WITH 
INTERNATIONAL ENGINEERING COMPANY (IECO) TO CONSTRUCT FIVE 
ELECTRIFICATION NETWORKS CONNECTING 1 12 VILLAGES AND 
COMMUNITIES AS WELL AS AN ELECTRIFICATION PROJECT FOR 
INDUSTRY. 

2. MR. KORTH PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING BACKGROUND: 
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THE OWNER OF THE PROJECT WILL BE THE ENERGIE ELECTRIQUE DE 

LA COTE D'IVOIRE (EECI), WHICH IS A CORPORATION FOUNDED IN 
1952 TO PRODUCE AND DISTRIBUTE ELECTRICAL ENERGY IN THE 
IVORY COAST. THE MINISTRY OF ECONOMY AND FINANCE AND THE 
MINISTRY OF PLANNING SUPERVISE IT. IT IS OWNED 76.6 
PERCENT BY THE SOCIETE NATIONALE DE FINANCEMENTS (SONAFI), 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


A STATE ORGANIZATION. A MINORITY INTEREST OF 4.5 PERCENT 

IS OWNED BY L'ELECTRICITE DE FRANCE AND A SMALL AMOUNT 
BY PRIVATE INTEREST. THE GOVERNMENT OF THE IVORY COAST 
THROUGH SONAFI IS IN ABSOLUTE CONTROL OF THE CORPORATION. 
THE ESTIMATED COST OF THE PROJECT USING EXCLUSIVE U.S. 

AND LOCAL SOURCES IS APPROXIMATELY 1 15 MILLION DOLLARS, 

OF WHICH 75 MILLION DOLLARS WOULD BE U.S. GOODS AND 
SERVICES AND 40 MILLION DOLLARS WOULD BE HOST COUNTRY 
GOODS AND SERVICES. FMIC AND IECO HAVE SECURED A 
PRELIMINARY COMMITMENT OF ALMOST 50 MILLION DOLLARS FROM 
THE EXPORT-IMPORT BANK OF THE UNITED STATES FOR THE 
FINANCING OF THE CONSTRUCTION OF PART OF THE PROJECT. 

THE PC EXPIRES MAY 31, 1978. 

3. FMIC WOULD LIKE TO SOLICIT THE ASSISTANCE OF THE 
UNITED STATES EMBASSY IN ABIDJAN TO SECURE APPOINTMENTS 
AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL WITH THE ENERGIE ELECTRIQUE DE LA 
COTE D'IVOIRE AND, IF APPROPRIATE, THE SOCIETE NATION ALF. 

DE FINANCEMENTS, THE MINISTRY OF PLANNING AND THE 
MINISTRY OF ECONOMY AND FINANCE. IT WOULD BE APPRECIATED 
IF THE EMBASSY WOULD ASCERTAIN THE WILLINGNESS OF KEY 
OFFICIALS OF THESE ENTITIES TO SEE THE FOLLOWING COMPANY 
REPS AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE DATE IN MAY: BILL FOSTER, 
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, FMIC; FRITZ KORTH, ATTORNEY, 

FMIC; JIM LE PERE, FINANCE, IECO. THE OSTENSIBLE REASON 
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FOR THE VISIT IS TO ACQUAINT THE AGENCIES WITH THE 
EXCELLENT QUALIFICATIONS OF THESE TWO FIRMS FOR THIS 
PROJECT. 

4. HOWEVER, EMBASSY SHOULD KNOW THAT WHAT FIRMS INTEND 
TO PROPOSE IS THAT THE EECI NEGOTIATE A CONTRACT DIRECTLY 

WITH FMIC AND IECO RATHER THAN GO TO PUBLIC TENDER. 

REQUEST EMBASSY KEEP THIS INFORMATION QUIET AND PROCEED 
TO CHECK MERELY ON AVAILABILITY OF THESE OFFICIALS FOR 

APPOINTMENTS TO DISCUSS GENERAL QUALIFICATIONS OF FIRMS 
AND THE PROJECT ITSELF. 

5. WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY RESPONSE BY MAY FIVE. 

URGENCY IS DUE TO EXPIRATION OF PC END OF MAY. IF 
EMBASSY HAS NOT BEEN ABLE TO TALK WITH OFFICIALS OF ALL 

AGENCIES BY THEN, FMIC INDICATES IT WOULD BE WILLING TO 

MAKE TRIP EVEN IF THE ONLY RESPONSIVE AGENCY HAS BEEN 
EECI. IF THERE IS DIFFICULTY GETTING ANY RESPONSE AT ALL 
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WITHIN THIS SHORT PERIOD, WOULD APPRECIATE AN INTERIM 

RESPONSE TO THAT EFFECT. EMBASSY ASSISTANCE MOST 
APPRECIATED. VANCE 
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